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Meeting Christ in the Gospels 
Grace BFC Sunday Bible Study – Winter 2013/2014 

 

Week 7 – The Book of Luke 
The Savior of All People, The Life of Jesus and the Disciples 

 

Introduction 
 

Keys to Luke (Wilkinson, Boa) 
 
Key Word: Jesus the Son of Man 
 
Key Verses (1:3–4; 19:10) 
 

“It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to 
write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of 
those things in which you were instructed” (1:3–4). 

 
“ ‘For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost’ ” (19:10). 

 
Key Chapter (15) 
 

Captured in the three parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Lost Son is the crux of this 
gospel: that God through Christ has come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 
Christ in Luke 
 

The humanity and compassion of Jesus are repeatedly stressed in Luke’s gospel. Luke gives the 
most complete account of Christ’s ancestry, birth, and development. He is the ideal Son of Man who 
identified with the sorrow and plight of sinful men in order to carry our sorrows and offer us the 
priceless gift of salvation. Jesus alone fulfills the Greek ideal of human perfection. 

 
Another key Verse (Strauss) 

 
Luke 2:11 – “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

 

 
Literary Style of Luke (Strauss) 
 

The Gospel according to Luke is the longest book in the New Testament. Together with its 
companion volume, Acts, it comprises the largest amount of material by a New Testament author (even 
more than Paul). Luke also begins earlier (with the announcement of John’s birth) and ends later (with 
Jesus’ ascension) than the other Synoptics 

 
Luke’s two books present some of the finest Greek in the New Testament, as the author seamlessly 

crafts his sources into a literary masterpiece. The author is clearly a skilled literary artist, able to adapt 
style to fit the occasion. For example, while the prologue of Luke is written in a very fine literary Greek 
(1:1–4), the birth narrative which follows has a strong Semitic style befitting its Jewish context. The 
book of Acts returns to a more Greek style in line with the transition of the gospel message from a 
Jewish to a Gentile environment. 
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Author of Luke (Strauss) 
 
There is near universal agreement that the Third Gospel and Acts were written by the same 

author, since they share common style, theology, and addressees (Theophilus). Acts 1:1 explicitly 
refers to “my former book.” Early church tradition unanimously ascribes these works to Luke, a 
physician and part-time companion of the apostle Paul. This external evidence can be 
supplemented with internal evidence. Several times in Acts, the author uses the first-person plural 
“we,” indicating that he traveled with Paul during his second and third missionary journeys and 
eventually went with him to Rome (16:10–17; 20:5–21; 21:1–18; 27:1–28:16). From the Pauline 
Letters, we know that Luke was both a companion of Paul and was with him in Rome (Col. 4:7–17; 
Philem. 23–24; cf. 2 Tim. 4:10–11)… 

 
The author claims not to have been an eyewitness of what he wrote in the Gospel but rather to 

have thoroughly investigated the events before composing his work. Tradition tells us that Luke 
was a converted Gentile. This agrees with Colossians 4:11–14, where Paul distinguishes Luke from 
his Jewish companions. This would help to explain the author’s keen interest in the Gentile 
reception of the gospel. Luke’s exceptional knowledge of Judaism and the Hebrew scriptures (in 
Greek translation) suggests that before following Christ, he may have been a “God-fearer,” a Gentile 
worshiper of the God of Israel. 

 
 

Characteristics of Luke (Strauss) 

• Look for these while reading Luke: 
• Historical notes and dating with reference to secular and religious leaders. 
• The universality of the Gospel message: it is for all people. 
• References to Jesus as Savior, Christ, Lord, and Prophet. 
• Old Testament allusions to Isaiah and the promise of salvation for all people. 
• Emphasis on promise and fulfillment. 
• The presence, or “today,” of salvation in the words and deeds of Jesus. 
• Jesus’ special concern for outsiders: the poor, sinners, Samaritans (in Acts: Gentiles). 
• The theme of reversal of fortunes: the rich become poor and vice versa. 
• Special emphasis placed on women and their needs and concerns. 
• The coming of the Holy Spirit as a sign of the new age. 
• References to Jesus’ prayer life and his teaching on prayer. 
• References to praise, joy, and celebration at the arrival of God’s salvation. 
• The importance of Jerusalem and Jesus’ extended journey there. 
• Emphasis on the present reign of Christ following his ascension. 
 

• Notes on Travel Narrative – Journey to Jerusalem (Strauss) 

The most unique structural feature of Luke’s Gospel is the extended journey to Jerusalem, or travel 
narrative, from 9:51 to 19:27. Luke takes ten chapters to treat a period which in Mark occupies a 
single chapter. Mark’s brief transition to the passion narrative becomes in Luke an entire phase of 
Jesus’ ministry. Many of the most famous Gospel parables and narratives (the prodigal son, the good 
Samaritan, Zacchaeus, Mary and Martha, etc.) appear during this period, as Luke develops 
important narrative themes. We will discuss the theological significance of the travel narrative 
when we examine the narrative progress of Luke’s Gospel. 
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Overview of Luke (Swindoll) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outline of Luke (Nelson) 
 

Part One: The Introduction of the Son of Man (1:1–4:13) 

Part Two: The Ministry of the Son of Man (4:14–9:50) 

Part Three: The Rejection of the Son of Man (9:51–19:27) 

Part Four: The Crucifixion and Resurrection of the Son of Man (19:28–24:53) 

 
 
Summary of Luke (Block) 
 

Luke’s Gospel is pastoral, theological, and historical. The reality of God’s plan influences how 
individuals see themselves and the community to which they belong. Old barriers of race are removed. 
New hope abounds. There is to be no doubt that the message of Jesus is one of hope and 
transformation. Anyone, Jew or Gentile, can belong. At the center is Jesus, the promised Messiah-Lord, 
who sits at God’s right hand exercising authority from above. He will return one day and all will be 
accountable to him. His life, ministry, resurrection, and ascension show that he has the ability to be 
trusted. He can bring God’s promises to completion, just as he has inaugurated them. In the meantime, 
being a disciple is not easy, but it is full of rich blessing that transcends anything else this life can offer. 
This is the reassurance about salvation that Luke offers to Theophilus and others like him. 
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“Parables of the Gospel for the Outcast” in Luke (Strauss) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Walk Through Luke   (note: Outline used throughout is from Block) 
 
 I.  Luke’s preface and the introduction of John and Jesus (1:1–2:52) 

A.  Preface: Luke carefully builds on precedent (1:1–4) 
B.  Infancy narrative: forerunner and fulfillment (1:5–2:40) 

1.  Announcement to Zechariah (1:5–25) 
2.  Announcement to Mary (1:26–38) 
3.  Meeting of Mary and Elizabeth (1:39–45) 
4.  Mary’s praise: the Magnificat (1:46–56) 
5.  Birth of John (1:57–66) 
6.  Zechariah’s praise: the Benedictus (1:67–80) 
7.  Birth of Jesus (2:1–7) 
8.  Reaction to the birth (2:8–21) 
9.  Witness of the man and woman at the temple (2:22–40) 

C.  Jesus’ revelation of his self-understanding (2:41–52) 
 

  II.  Preparation for ministry: anointed by God (3:1–4:13) 
A.  John the Baptist: one who goes before (3:1–20) 

1.  Ministry of John the Baptist (3:1–6) 
2.  Preaching of John the Baptist (3:7–14) 
3.  Promise of John the Baptist (3:15–18) 
4.  Imprisonment of John the Baptist (3:19–20) 

B.  Jesus: one who comes after (3:21–4:13) 
1.  Jesus’ baptism (3:21–22) 
2.  Jesus’ genealogy: son of Adam, Son of God (3:23–38) 
3.  Messianic preparation: resistance of Satan (4:1–13) 
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  III.  Galilean ministry: revelation of Jesus (4:14–9:50) 
A.  Overview of Jesus’ ministry (4:14–44) 

1.  Summary of Jesus’ Galilean ministry (4:14–15) 
2.  Example of Jesus’ preaching (4:16–30) 
3.  Examples of Jesus’ ministry (4:31–44) 

a.  Setting summary (4:31–32) 
b.  Unclean spirit cast out (4:33–37) 
c.  Simon’s mother-in-law healed (4:38–39) 
d.  Jesus’ healings; demonic confessions (4:40–41) 
e.  Jesus’ mission to preach the kingdom (4:42–44) 

B.  Gathering of disciples (5:1–6:16) 
1.  Miraculous catch and Peter (5:1–11) 
2.  Two miracles of authority (5:12–26) 

a.  Cleansing of the leper (5:12–16) 
b.  Healing of the paralytic (5:17–26) 

3.  Call of Levi and a complaint (5:27–32) 
a.  Call of Levi (5:27–28) 
b.  Controversy over association and mission (5:29–32) 

4.  Rise of opposition: three controversies (5:33–6:11) 
a.  Question about fasting (5:33–39) 
b.  Question about plucking grain on the Sabbath (6:1–5) 
c.  Question about healing on the Sabbath (6:6–11) 

5.  Choosing of the Twelve (6:12–16) 
C.  Jesus’ teaching (6:17–49) 

1.  Setting (6:17–19) 
2.  Jesus’ message: an offer and the call to love (6:20–49) 

a.  Prophetic call: blessings and woes (6:20–26) 
b.  Parenetic call to love and mercy (6:27–38) 
c.  Parabolic call to righteousness, fruit, and wise building (6:39–49) 

D.  First movements to faith and christological questions (7:1–8:3) 
1.  Faith of a centurion (7:1–10) 
2.  Resuscitation of a widow’s son and questions about Jesus (7:11–17) 
3.  Questions about Jesus and John the Baptist (7:18–35) 

a.  John’s question to Jesus about his ministry (7:18–23) 
b.  Jesus’ view of John (7:24–30) 
c.  Jesus’ view of this generation (7:31–35) 

4.  Picture of faith: a sinful woman forgiven (7:36–50) 
5.  Picture of faith: the ministering women (8:1–3) 

E.  Call to faith, christological revelation, and questions (8:4–9:17) 
1.  Call to faith (8:4–21) 

a.  Issue of response: seed parable (8:4–15) 
b.  Call to respond to light (8:16–18) 
c.  True family of Jesus (8:19–21) 

2.  Christological authority over all (8:22–9:17) 
a.  Authority over nature: stilling of the storm (8:22–25) 
b.  Authority over demons: Gerasene demoniac (8:26–39) 
c.  Authority over disease and death: flow of blood and Jairus’s daughter (8:40–56) 
d.  Commissioned authority revealed (9:1–6) 
e.  Herod’s questions about Jesus (9:7–9) 
f.  Authority to provide revealed (9:10–17) 

F.  Christological confession and instruction about discipleship (9:18–50) 
1.  Peter’s confession (9:18–20) 
2.  Prediction of Jesus’ suffering (9:21–22) 
3.  The “new way” of suffering (9:23–27) 
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4.  Transfiguration: divine confirmation and a call to hear (9:28–36) 
5.  The disciples’ failure and Jesus’ instruction (9:37–50) 

a.  The disciples’ failure and Jesus’ reversal (9:37–43a) 
b.  Prediction of betrayal (9:43b–45) 
c.  On greatness and cooperation (9:46–50) 
 

  IV.  Jerusalem journey: Jewish rejection and the new way (9:51–19:44) 
A.  Blessing of decision: privilege, mission, and commitment (9:51–10:24) 

1.  Rejection in Samaria (9:51–56) 
2.  Warnings about discipleship (9:57–62) 
3.  The mission of the seventy-two (10:1–24) 

a.  The larger mission of the seventy-two (10:1–12) 
b.  Jesus’ woes on the unrepentant cities (10:13–15) 
c.  Jesus’ messengers (10:16) 
d.  The messengers’ report (10:17–20) 
e.  Jesus’ thanksgiving and blessing (10:21–24) 

B.  Discipleship: looking to one’s neighbor, Jesus, and God (10:25–11:13) 
1.  Looking to one’s neighbor: parable of the good Samaritan (10:25–37) 
2.  Looking to Jesus: Martha and Mary (10:38–42) 
3.  Looking to God: call to prayer (11:1–13) 

C.  Controversies, corrections, and calls to trust (11:14–54) 
1.  Controversy: what do healings mean? (11:14–23) 
2.  Warnings about response (11:24–36) 

a.  Parable of the returning spirits (11:24–26) 
b.  Blessing for keeping God’s word (11:27–28) 
c.  No sign except Jonah (11:29–32) 
d.  Two sayings about light (11:33–36) 

3.  Rebuke of Pharisees and scribes (11:37–54) 
D.  Discipleship: trusting God (12:1–48) 

1.  The need to avoid hypocrisy, fear God, and confess Jesus (12:1–12) 
2.  Parable of the rich fool (12:13–21) 
3.  Call to avoid anxiety (12:22–34) 
4.  Call to be ready and faithful stewards: parable of the faithful and unfaithful servants (12:35–

48) 
E.  Knowing the nature of the time: Israel turns away, but blessing still comes (12:49–14:24) 

1.  Knowing the time (12:49–59) 
a.  Jesus as the cause of division (12:49–53) 
b.  Reading the times like the weather (12:54–56) 
c.  Settling accounts with the accuser (12:57–59) 

2.  Lessons for Israel (13:1–9) 
a.  Tragedy and the need to repent (13:1–5) 
b.  Parable of the spared fig tree (13:6–9) 

3.  Sabbath healing of the bent-over woman (13:10–17) 
4.  Kingdom parables: mustard seed and leaven (13:18–21) 
5.  The narrow and soon-shut door (13:22–30) 
6.  Lament for the nation as Jerusalem nears (13:31–35) 
7.  Another Sabbath healing and silence (14:1–6) 
8.  Lessons on humility and generosity (14:7–14) 
9.  Parable of the great supper (14:15–24) 

F.  Discipleship in the face of rejection: basic elements (14:25–35) 
G.  Pursuit of sinners: heaven’s examples (15:1–32) 

1.  Parable of the lost sheep (15:1–7) 
2.  Parable of the lost coin (15:8–10) 
3.  Parable of the forgiving father (15:11–32) 
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H.  Generosity: handling money and possessions (16:1–31) 
1.  Parable of the crafty steward (16:1–13) 
2.  Responses to the Pharisees’ scoffing (16:14–18) 
3.  Parable of Lazarus and the rich man (16:19–31) 

I.  False teaching, forgiveness, and service (17:1–10) 
1.  Warning about false teaching (17:1–3a) 
2.  Instruction about confronting the sinner and forgiving the penitent (17:3b–4) 
3.  Exhortation to exercise even a little genuine faith (17:5–6) 
4.  Parable of the dutiful servant (17:7–10) 

J.  Faithfulness in looking for the king, the kingdom, and the kingdom’s consummation (17:11–
18:8) 
1.  Healing of ten lepers and a Samaritan’s faith (17:11–19) 
2.  Question about the consummation (17:20–37) 

a.  Basic reply (17:20–21) 
b.  Its quick coming and accompanying judgment (17:22–37) 

3.  Expectant prayer and promised vindication: parable of the nagging widow (18:1–8) 
K.  Humbly entrusting all to the Father (18:9–30) 

1.  Humility and arrogance: parable of the Pharisee and tax collector (18:9–14) 
2.  Children and faith (18:15–17) 
3.  Jesus’ discussion with a rich ruler and the disciples (18:18–30) 

a.  The rich ruler and Jesus (18:18–23) 
b.  Discussion about the rich ruler’s response (18:24–30) 

L.  Turning to Jerusalem: messianic power, personal transformation, warning of responsibility, and 
entry with mourning (18:31–19:44) 
1.  The passion prediction (18:31–34) 
2.  Healing by the Son of David (18:35–43) 
3.  Zacchaeus: faith’s transforming power (19:1–10) 
4.  Parable of stewardship (19:11–27) 
5.  Jesus’ controversial approach to Jerusalem (19:28–40) 
6.  Weeping for Jerusalem (19:41–44) 
 

  V.  Jerusalem: the Innocent One slain and raised (19:45–24:53) 
A.  Controversy in Jerusalem (19:45–21:4) 

1.  Temple cleansing (19:45–48) 
2.  Question about authority (20:1–8) 
3.  Parable of the wicked vinedressers (20:9–19) 
4.  Question about Caesar’s tax (20:20–26) 
5.  Question about resurrection (20:27–40) 
6.  Jesus’ question about Messiah (20:41–44) 
7.  Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes (20:45–47) 
8.  Counterexample: the widow who gave all (21:1–4) 

B.  Jerusalem’s destruction and the end (21:5–38) 
1.  Setting (21:5–6) 
2.  Signs before the end (21:7–11) 
3.  Persecution (21:12–19) 
4.  Picture of the end: Jerusalem’s destruction (21:20–24) 
5.  The end: coming of the Son of Man (21:25–28) 
6.  Parable of the fig tree (21:29–33) 
7.  Application: call to watch (21:34–36) 
8.  Jesus teaches at the temple (21:37–38) 

C.  Betrayal and farewell (22:1–38) 
1.  Judas’s plan to betray (22:1–6) 
2.  Preparing for the meal (22:7–13) 
3.  Last Supper (22:14–20) 
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4.  Last discourse (22:21–38) 
a.  The betrayer (22:21–23) 
b.  Greatness (22:24–27) 
c.  Appointment to authority (22:28–30) 
d.  Peter’s denials predicted (22:31–34) 
e.  Swords and rejection (22:35–38) 

D.  Trials and death of Jesus (22:39–23:56) 
1.  Preparation through prayer (22:39–46) 
2.  Betrayal and arrest (22:47–53) 
3.  Trial and denials (22:54–71) 

a.  Jesus taken to the high priest (22:54) 
b.  Peter’s three denials (22:55–62) 
c.  Jesus reviled (22:63–65) 
d.  Jesus condemned before the Sanhedrin (22:66–71) 

4.  Trial before Pilate (23:1–5) 
5.  Trial before Herod (23:6–12) 
6.  Sentencing by Pilate and release of Barabbas (23:13–25) 

a.  Jesus’ innocence declared (23:13–16) 
b.  The crowd’s demand: Jesus’ death and Barabbas’s release (23:18–23) 
c.  Jesus’ condemnation and Barabbas’s release (23:24–25) 

7.  Crucifixion (23:26–49) 
a.  To Golgotha (23:26–32) 
b.  Crucifixion (23:33–38) 
c.  Two thieves (23:39–43) 
d.  Jesus’ death (23:44–49) 

8.  Burial (23:50–56) 
E.  Resurrection and ascension of Jesus (24:1–53) 

1.  Resurrection discovered (24:1–12) 
2.  Emmaus road and a meal of discovery (24:13–35) 

a.  Meeting (24:13–16) 
b.  Conversation (24:17–27) 
c.  Meal and revelation (24:28–32) 
d.  Report to disciples (24:33–35) 

3.  Commission, promise, and ascension (24:36–53) 
a.  Appearance at a meal (24:36–43) 
b.  Commission, plan, and promise of the Spirit (24:44–49) 
c.  Ascension (24:50–53) 

 
 
Resources Used in Today’s Lesson 
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Zondervan. 
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